Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine this size by so experienced an author. The following thirty chapters are essentially sound and interesting to any reader; it is difficult to discover anything which is not included. Of course, occasional criticisms can be made, as for instance against the section on ulcers of the legs in which a very complex problem is oversimplified. But in general the subjects are covered with admirable clarity, with sound judgment and surprising completeness.
At the end of each chapter selected references are given for those whose appetite leads them farther. There are very many photographs, mostly good. The snare of expensive and not always very accurate colour pictures has been avoided. The paper and binding are up to accepted American standards. In the words of the historian it can be said of this book that it is a good thing. New York: Academic Press Inc., Publishers. 1954. This is the most comprehensive account that has yet appeared, within one single work, of many of the aspects of vitamin science. Those aspects that are, purposely, not dealt with so exhaustively here are the clinical and the analytical, and, for these, other large treatises are already available. Certainly, in the fields of vitamin physiology and biochemistry, "Sebrell and Harris" is bound, for some years to come, to be one of the standard sources of reference for research workers. Each vitamin is dealt with in turn, systematically and intensively, under a series of a dozen or so different sections and subsections, each contributed by a separate author. As is inevitable in an enterprise of this kind, the contributions vary appreciably in merit, style of treatment, and literary quality. Most of the contributors are American, and to some extent this fact is reflected in the choice of bibliographical references in several of the articles.
It is perhaps too much to expect the ordinary scientific investigator to be able to afford the very high cost of these three volumes, for his own bookshelf; but they will be needed in the libraries of all institutes whose members specialize in the study of vitaminology. Conn has attempted a herculean task in producing this volume of modern therapy relating to all branches of medical disease, including obstetrical and gynecological conditions. (Modern surgical practice is not included.) He has enlisted the help of nearly four hundred contributors: and in relation to each of the medical diseases discussed has given first a short account of the principles of treatment, followed by a carefully documented account of the details of the various measures which are available. A balanced account is given of the place in treatment of any drug which may be useful.
Having discussed in detail the principles of treatment, an account is given of the method used for the treatment of each individual disease by an acknowledged authority. It is not a book that anyone can read from cover to cover: but is a book of reference which is a veritable mine of information presented and produced so as to make it invaluable to all who are interested in medical treatment. The author has attempted a difficult task. With the help of twenty-six contributors in Canada and the U.S.A. he has collected an account of the progress made in twenty different medical subjects-including such subjects as General Practice, Neurological Surgery, Plastic Surgery, Psychiatry, Internal Medicine, and General and Thoracic Surgery. A historical account of medical progress early in the nineteenth century makes interesting reading: and we should be grateful to each contributor, as well as to the Editor, for the way in which the progress made by each of these branches of Medicine is presented to us. There is a tendency for all of us to take for granted the modern practice of Medicine in its many different branches, little realizing the painstaking stages of the work which has brought us to our present-day state of knowledge. It is good that we should pause and contemplate these various subjects for, as Professor Blalock says in his summary of the progress made in surgery: "Over the past seventy-five years the art of surgery has progressed far. How far it will go in the next seventy-five years lies in the realm of interesting speculation."
Seventy

